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Jason Madore

Taking control

Apple Valley family
makes education
system work for them

ERICA CHRISTOFFER + SUN NEWSPAPERS.

In third grade Jason Madore took hi:
edueation into his own hands.

“I told mom when | came home from
school one day, 1 wanted to et out of
special ed.” says Jason

He wasn'l satisfied with the structure

s school day, 50 he started attending

his own Individualized Education Blan
(EP) mm!nns

1f advoeacy is big in our houss,”

gol 1o be productive ana e gm w0
have an oulcome that he's happy with.”
dason, now 14, is Iullsl
label hasn't been and

| never
something that holds Mm back from liv
ing his life to the fullest and getting

Annmarle Narka, an pceupational tharagist al Lincoln Cantar Camentary in Soulh S, Paul, leads an art
mors Gai

projact in the autism classes. (7

Taking a look at ASD
in the classroom

'MADDRE: TO PAGE 18A

This week of - |
Special Report | of the
Spectrum, ™ we will examine the edu-

‘opportunities for children |

We welcome your comments on our |
sories. You may comact us online at
wwnn.mpsun.com or email us at sun- |

eam

ERICA suN

Gluing and pasting fluffy balls and
gpogily eyes, childen in Annoiarie Kerka's
work 0n an art t prujct at Lineoln
Center Klementary in South St Paul.
Adripof Fiie falls on ona boy
He < to wigo It g

want
because he docsn't like the feeling.

a sun-current south special report

EDUCATING A PHENﬂMENﬂN

OTT THEISEN » SUN NEWSPAPERS

s Phota Gallery at ww mnSun com |

G you pass the stk plese,”
ssmate acrass the table.

e, ﬂ’!P other boy answers.

The exchange is made without eye
contact.

(e e
m Disorder (ASD).
hm.anl mverbmvellmﬂa isan occu-
yational therapist helping the children
work on sensory fssues.

In the world of education, the number
af ASD) cases has grown in the last decade.

EDUCATION: TO PAGE 178
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Madore

FROM PAGE 1A

everythin

on.

g bie can from his edu

Madore and her hushand, Paul, first
realized something amiss with
Jason in his speech, o lack ther

“He had a lot of diMeulty tal
Madare says

He understood what things were
around him, but when it came I giving

xpress this,> <ay's Madore

As opposed 1o \i.ldﬂl’v-s older daugh-
ter. Erica. who was ing songs at 14
months, Jason still was not wlking at 2
yearsof age. Frequent trips were made to
the doctor’s effios in search of an answer

At the tune, Madore was zllﬂnﬂlnﬁ
!‘arlv ChildhoodFunily cation
(ECFE) classes through Dmrm mﬂ
ity Education. She learned
Jduson could receive a free evaluation at
30 months.

%0 months and one day. § took him
d the referral done,”

Jason Madoro, 14, laads 4 i mmccr mo an Edison Standard Phonogragh In his Apple Valis,
hes

Syndroma in 1998, shares a love
al www mSun com )

Thi tvao collect albams and vintage plranoges

a sun-current south special report

“What's unique is that i
itself in totally different w
about  Autiem
Disorder (ASD),
sonsary |ssue:
touch are er
they ean L ¥
they’re comfortable in
For Jason, transitions are a challenge,

" savs
Spectrum
‘s-mw kids have full

hat light, sound,
h to sot them off. Yet
an environment

w\ulugnmmiv\\lhﬁisﬂlﬂmt
peech deluy

“That was how It got staricd,” ih:
ve. “Ha had the cognitive sk
b e seroal sklls of

Smonth-old
rly childhood classes helped bring

speoch <kills up to his age bevel,
difficulty interacting

ild:
January 1968 brought tho Madare
faily answers when Jason was
nosed Wit Asperger's Syndrome.
Jisan's Lk of oyo cantact, his trouble

asistime
But his mind [« like a s
comes tamusie and oollc
e and. his dad collect untigue/pho-
tographs and records,” Madore savs.

He can tell you fipsides, artists, costs,
the w

Finding what works

‘With autism comes a léarning curve.

1 trap whn i

don't

molhﬂds of commul unon

P ol lin Joson was i day-

processing ver! his ten-
dency to point rather than use his words
and how he typically played independ.
ently suddonly made sense.

Tie was 4 years old e time, and
Madore says the early diagnosis made
all the difference. Immediately he was
affered supplemental services for chil-
dren with autism in his early ehildhood
rlasses and then in school

n i fiy. Wil the Communin; For

ane day
o tell her Jason was sifting too close (o
the televi Tha provider toid Jason it
would hurt his cyos. “But it doesn't hurt
my ¢yes,” he'd say Madore found that
telling Jason that TV was only watched
from a mat on the floor (a reasonable dis-
tance from the scroen) did the tr

ASD and every disorder thal falls

under its umbrella, needs to be addressed

setting
“In the autis
been very frustrated that there have
been no national studies on this,”
Madore. “Whero are the l-nrcesm fin
dlagnosis] comi 7'l -
cury poisoning? Ts
it neurolo; Iuk ba II (hal Ihl"\‘s a

What Is It In the
> where the brain and

match? Or misybe it's Mlly
genelicand it's just the way It s, 1 don’t
Know.”

In the end, success
Jasor ﬁ'n ime Eagle Award wi)

neE. give hieving student
Valley Mldd.ﬁ He's taking Spamish
Icause ke wants o, Throush his ups
and downs, n has found success in
school. Speaking up and taking control
of ucation in thicd ¥ was the
right thing to do, he says.

r the last

B

“At the end of the (& !
intentions dor’t meun any
can’t keep a kid engaged.”

ing if we

SCOTT THEISEN » SUN NEWSPAPERS
homa. Jason, A0 vas dagnosed wih Asperger’s
. (For mors photas, 25l our ciNing PRote Gaflery

0
workiorce, where they
teaching specialist assisting thom.
Mkaﬂd l .lmu

Mudore

mlllﬂ!’\l‘\
. skills that get young people
ready for the workforce re just as rel
evan: i hez son's education a5 5 aca:
e

think what wedu 100 often Is focus
on the aine e, bu

rgolten what the £
year was,” Madore say s
to Tearn new verbs, but It was also the
things that make you a valuable employ-

How o stand Ia lne. et Junch with
others, eompromise, set goals and meet
thern are Just & few of the trals employ-

a begislator, plans to take
up the bssuc oy
setting  up  me
Department  of  Employme
Development (DEED) and
talking to educators to see what can be
done to ensure all students are being
taught emplovable oulcumes,

“The world {s moving fast and the
expectation of our youth is so different
than it was 20-0) vears ago,” says Madare.

“This is :ibaJtJlan&liﬂ'

(You are invited ta comment chout this
Story on our website af wow RSN, COMm
and/ar write a letter to the editor ai sun
curTentsouth EGCRPapeS.com.)
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Education

FROM PAGE 1A

Just this vear, South St- Paul added
snother autism specialist position, with
1wo now at the elementary level and two
in the secon Is.

In 1966, Rosemount District 195
served 8 ASD students. This sear there

Maetmg the need

s
istricts in Dakota Col
1hev bom are facing similar issues when
it comes to ASD,
“The trend, n-,,usrplm.»:m..l
Kreper, director

learning curve this puts districts in."
Students with ASD fall into three gon-
eral  categories in  academ
Communication and Interaction Disordar
(CIDj, Communication and Interaction
Program (CIF), and goneral education
'\t-:\morsv\hnnﬁcd extra support.

lore than half the émdents with
ASD Tl e e atier catekors and
are supplied with a varisty of services

113
e e
m’?-mm by mm a

a physical
hunded?iﬂiumeheglmuuuolmm

with the intention of eventually int
grating gtudwms into wnvannml
"m:n like a ¢ a prin 3

‘We want al the
Iddsmlﬂ ﬂh'hml.ntﬂ'}mlr hnmeﬂis

asy in their
Education Plan (IEP). Most work with
an autism specialist to help structure
lh(‘lrﬂmmr =upptm them in their main-
strear

Cl Dmr\uﬂe‘v rh» most severe cases of
autism, where students need special
uluulmh services throughout the
entire

cre fal.Lb in the middle, with a broad
range of students who spend part of
their day in special education, with some
thne in general education classrooms

The education ‘eam, made up of a
epecial education teacher, a general edu-
eatlon feach oal psychologist, a
istrator, and the parents

services will be most
successiul for the student.

of District 196, there
is the opportunity for more students with
sumilar profiles. Bach catepory of ASD has
dedicated classrooms and leachers at near-
Iy all the 18 elementary schools, six middle
schools and four wain high schools.

“Our size helps us because we hav
Iot of people who can Mm: '.'helr H‘.‘Wq

expertise to us,” Kreger

For South 5. Paul District &
tively small district, indtvlduslnsd
services are the kex.

W d:mmtal] dmmt«m: but we give
more individ mest the stu-
(unm,c neads,” -wrl Linda Gani.lm‘, direc:

education in South St. Paul.

.\ formal diagnosis of ASD must
come from a medical professional.
However, the state of Minnesola does
not require a medical evaluation to
l'eceibeﬂs‘:hmlmatualmu

Sehool districts are required 1o try
intervention methods first, such as.
academic support and social suppart ar
moving the child’s seat in class. If
dossn't work, the district will request
that an initial assessment be conducted.

If the student’s parents agree to an
assessment, a specialist will present the
child with play tests, using tays o |udge
the quality and level of interactlon and
whether it's appropriate for their age
level. The student might also have
‘speech;/language and IQ tested.

Teachers and staff lhwl work with
parents to develop an IEP. Depending on

thal - Program  was %dnd by ?ru
-%mb;;%wm mother of a
wwmu‘!fmnun vl S
soclal S

iy nhkﬂl!muﬂ’]ﬁ)li ~ weekly hour-dong
N&SLP&“JPE Ilkl'

visit wwwpmnn.mmﬂrﬂﬂmﬂﬁ-
5580
Boost! Lunrnin[ B]u.‘il:hlﬂml

that way [to children wit
d.\m:ulﬂu], Ii's a place where
they can be saft and not different than
anybody clse.”
Tinklenberg said ihe classes are
n]s.nmmmhna]ﬂmmrm whers stu-
s can meet

ricls as soon as we ca.
Atm,vn\lmlufnnpmmwni
Ilyundasts dipartof
the day learning fn small groups and
B homari. At 00 iy 0t
W ra
with va s work with
about 76 51

cal and

are designed to bcmmvpmmtw
a nhim's tegular education classes,

o sk oty o consuliant B

daycare providers looking to help pre-
school ctudonts with special needs.
Ellmbwgwﬁ orgnnmumu

summer
mmp-h-stmmn as other |

Riﬂ\! now, Boost!, also a forprofit

venture, serves 10 students and
Tmumhen-ﬂ sald she can serve 24,
‘with room for expansion.

For more

information, visit

“It was samething | wanted to learn
more about,” said McGinn of Cottage
Grove. < Wy,

She was fascinated by his inverted
nature and lack of eye contact, setting

im apart from the other children in the
congrepation.

Today, MeGinn is an autism speeialist
at Northview Elementary School in
Eagan, where she works with 10 chil
dren who need support for ASD.
he amount of Hime spent
zeally depends on the kid,” McG
Tiore 38 chidan with thrve teachors
inthe CTP program at Norchviess

o idea that autism is a discase, 1
v misleading for people,”
Schmidt, a K42 autism
Tesource specialls, “They really hisie a
processing difference. They all can
learn: they all can gain skills. It's not a
disease iy need to be cured of

Yh each

lcGinn pointed out lhul h puulu
should be aware of the ssues
that go alm\g with -‘\SD “lel‘:mnl

things we dan'l experience as paiil
Hickering of florescent lights, loud r\nw
s - are painful for them.”

According to Schmirt v.hnhalnrpeﬂ
enee teaching in Mew York and Virginia
Minnesola s at the top of its game,

“Minnesota was really 4t the fore
front in identifying ASD as a speeial
education calegory.” she sald.

And, Minnesota will provide
to children identified with A pand:
less of a medical diagnosis, Not all
states do that.

Fully funding

Training for teachers, hiring
specialists, finding classroom space -
this all costs mone;
'ASD continue to climb, so do the dollars
needed to pay for serv

For the 200807 school 3 Eap
between special education costs in District
136 and the funding received from the state
and foderal government was §21 million.
“The . along with many others
the state, had to foot that bill

services

“or call 9628071081
Complled by Grant Boelter |

through their general fund budgets.
By Jaw, special education is required
to b fun - o mwsr what. The

the age of the child, they, too, may be
included in planning the IEP:

oo Tt .30 fascinating because s

ectrum,” said Kreger

"Bl Cavanaugh, an early childhood
special education autism teacher in
District 186, said there are currently 84
carly childhood youngsters that fall
under ASD. When the early childhoad
autism program started in 1997, ¢

abont 30 children in her program.

“Thersis 3 puch to ge chidren ider-
s jer,” Cavanaugh said. “You can
Ttk ot o changes at that point in a
child's life."

Ongoing training
1t is becoming more comman for gen.
eral education teachers to have ASD stu-
dents in their classrooms. This means
they, too, need to leler.«umd autism and
all IB idiosynerasies.
wenson of St. Lonis Park finds
it na\m her students to turn off the lights
and quiet the noise in hor junior high and
ns in Distriet 6. Or

main
stream classes fust need a break - 50 they
are aliays welcome in ber roomm

“I team with mainstream teachers
constantly” sald Swenson.

s important 1o be flexible with ASD

students, o find what works, said Amy
Jobnson'of Iner Grovo Helghts. Johnson
i3 CIP gutism teacher at the elementary
level in District 6 and works with about a
dozens sudents 2 day Sonne como to her
room for M minutes, while others
ee ol da. dopensing o teic IFI’
Finding a_balance
instruction and time with their wmﬂ-ul iy
eation pecrs can be a challenge, she said.
student is very different,”
Jdohnson said. “1 have Lo iry lots of dif-
forent things to connect with them
‘But when the pieces fall together, it's
all tho mara rewarcing,
“T got to laugh everyday at work”
said Johnson. “And to sce them achieve
Sceasbinghils couk (el Yebi =11

2.
Cavanaugh sald District 19 early
childhood special educatian has been pro-

Education
pmmsedn 6 fund 40 percent of spe-
Lm.‘ cducation mandates for echool dis-
triets, Currently, 17 pervent is being
funded by federal dollars.
“The costs eontinue 1o vise and the
numhnr I kids. oot 1o rise,”

S enlsofien noed different spectal
ists to meet their peeds, such as a
specch, adapted physical education or
coupational theraps.

If special education were funded to
the & percant mark, the stuients who
the most are those

would benefit

funding, it vauld decrosso tho amann
we need from the general educatios
fund,” she sald.

Said Kreger: “We're obligated by law
and ethies to meet the needs of these kids™

iy
childhood staff because they are sceing
inereases in their classrooms. She also

rics to provide more nformation to par-
ents, such as intervention strategies.

ASD in the cnmmunlty

Whan Emily Mc6i @ teenager,
she took a job in the nurwn of her
d\un:.h. ]t was there thal
young boy with autism.

Community editors Grant Boetter

fegan Anderson, Erice Christaffer.
Joseph Palmersheim and Heather
Voorhees;  design itor  Jason
Walker: photographer Scot: Theisen;
and npjuxgre[gﬁﬁwr&nnksubc
contributed to this series "
of the Spectrun.”
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